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Equity Market Summary 

What’s changed since our last report: 

• As many health experts forecasted, the Coronavirus (CV-19) has spread rapidly around the globe.  Governments have begun to close borders and constrain social 

interaction.  Financial markets have experienced significant upheaval as the last three weeks have been among the most volatile in modern history.   

Where are we now: 

• CV-19:  135,000 cases, 5,000 deaths. Reported cases in more than 125 countries.  China’s quarantine program has proven effective as new cases in the country have 

dropped to less than 10 per day.  

Economy: 

• Most reported economic data covers a period prior to the impacts of the virus outbreak.  We have yet to see solid hard data that reflects the current environment but 

of course that will change over the coming weeks and we will provide updates as they are available.   

• Oil markets are being tested by a slump in demand and an unfortunately timed dispute between OPEC and Russia that has caused a 40+% drop in oil prices. 

• The risk of a synchronized global recession have clearly risen and stocks, commodities and bond markets are reflecting that possibility. 

Financial Markets: 

• Global equity markets are down more than 25% from their recent highs with the U.S. getting hit particularly hard. Year-to-date the average large cap U.S. stock is 

down 29% and the average small cap U.S. stock has fallen 36%. 

• Small capitalization companies as well as value stocks are experiencing fiercer drawdowns.  China has been surprisingly resilient despite being at the epicenter of 

the outbreak.   

• Signs of credit market distress are emerging however it appears central banks are ready and willing to take decisive action.  Time is of the essence for monetary 

and fiscal authorities and waiting for more data is not a good option.  A positive is that U.S. 10-yr Treasury Yields are almost 25 basis points above their Mar. 9 lows. 

Earnings: 

• Earnings expectations have been slow to react to what will most likely be a strong and synchronized downward trend in earnings for companies across the globe.  

This is common in periods of high uncertainty as forecasters take a wait and see approach when a lack of hard data and clarity exists.  

• There are encouraging sign posts in recent positive earnings reports and/or guidance from companies with significant Asian and European exposure such as Mar-

vell Technology, Adobe Systems and Fortinet which beat expectations and raised guidance, even with CV-19 impacts considered. 

• We would expect to see cyclical companies (Industrials/Discretionary/Financials) experience more significant reductions in earnings expectations than non-cyclicals 

(Staples/Utilities) but earnings across all geographies and economic sectors are likely to come under pressure for at least the next two quarters. 

Lessons from 2008: 

• The speed and structure of the current market sell-off is very similar to the 20 trading day period of Sep. 26, 2008 - Oct. 24, 2008. Both periods saw greater than 

25% market declines and the returns at a sector level are very similar, with the exception of Energy stocks which had sold off in advance of Oct. 2008. 
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For additional information on Smith Group and our investment strategies and capabilities, please visit www.smithasset.com. The website contains information you may find useful regard-
ing Smith Group including research articles, our economic and financial market outlook and detailed information on our team and investment capabilities.  

100 Crescent Court, Suite 1150 | Dallas, Texas 75201 | 214.880.4600 | 800.582.3435 | F 214.880.4640 | www.smithasset.com 

For use by Smith Asset Management Group and its clients and prospects only.  This document is not intended for reproduction or redistribution 

U.S. Equity 
Markets 

Feb 19-
Mar 12 

YTD  
Top/Bottom 
Sectors 

Feb 19-
Mar 12 

 
Non-US Equity 
Markets (in USD) 

Feb 19-
Mar 12 

YTD  
Non-US Regions 
(in USD) 

Feb 19-
Mar 12 

YTD YTD 

S&P 500 -26.6% -22.9%  Utilities -22.3%  MSCI AC World Ex U.S. -24.7% -25.2%  Developed Americas -33.4% -31.2% -15.6% 

Russell 1000 Growth -25.3% -18.4%  Real Estate -21.4%  MSCI EAFE (Developed) -26.1% -26.5%  Developed Asia -18.4% -20.5% -16.1% 

Russell 1000 Value -29.3% -28.4%  Cons. Staples -18.8%  MSCI Emerging Markets -19.9% -20.6%  Developed Europe -30.1% -29.9% -16.7% 

Russell 2000 -33.6% -32.5%  Materials -28.1%  MSCI China -11.9% -9.9%  Emerging Americas -39.2% -42.0% -29.2% 

Russell 2000 Growth -32.5% -29.0%  Financials -34.6%  MSCI Japan -16.0% -19.4%  Emerging Asia -15.1% -14.9% -33.8% 

Russell 2000 Value -34.8% -36.2%  Energy -46.0%  MSCI Italy -39.7% -37.6%  Emerging EMEA -29.4% -32.1% -50.8% 
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PERFORMANCE AND FIRM DISCLOSURES: 

 

This material is for SMITH GROUP INTERNAL AND CLIENT USE ONLY, and we are not soliciting any action based upon it.  

 

The material is based upon information we consider reliable, but we do not represent that it is accurate or complete and it should not be relied upon as such. Opinions included in 

this material are as of March 13, 2020 and are subject to change without prior notice.  

Firm: Founded in 1995, Smith Asset Management Group, L.P. (“Smith Group”) is a registered investment advisor that specializes in equity investment management services. The 

firm manages assets for a diverse list of clients, which includes foundations, endowments, corporate pensions, public funds, multi-employer plans and high-net worth individuals. 

Effective Jan. 1, 2006, the firm was redefined to exclude wrap SMA business. To receive a complete list and description of Smith Group’s composites and/or a presentation that 

adheres to the GIPS® standards, contact John Brim, CFA at (214) 880-4608, or write to Smith Group, 100 Crescent Court, Suite 1150, Dallas, TX 75201, or john@smithasset.com.  

Performance and Indices: All performance returns include the impact of cash, cash equivalents, dividends and interest. The S&P 500, Russell 1000 Growth and Russell 1000 

Value, are unmanaged indices of the shares of large U.S. corporations. The Russell 2000, Russell 2000 Growth and Russell 2000 Value, are unmanaged indices of the shares of 

small U.S. corporations. The MSCI Europe Australia Far East (EAFE), MSCI Emerging Markets (EM) and MSCI All-Country World ex. U.S. (ACWI ex. U.S.) are a free float-adjusted 

market capitalization weighted index designed to measure the equity market performance of developed and emerging markets. All index performance includes capital appreciation 

and reinvested dividends and is presented gross of fees.  

 

Past performance is not indicative of future results. As with any investment vehicle, there is always a potential for profit as well as the possibility of loss. Actual results 

may differ from composite returns, depending on account size, investment guidelines and/or restrictions, inception date and other factors. Nothing contained in this 

presentation should be construed as a recommendation to buy or sell a security or economic sector. 

This message is intended only for the designated recipient(s). It may contain confidential, privileged or proprietary information. This message does not constitute an offering for 

investment interests. This message is not, and under no circumstances is to be construed as, a prospectus, advertisement or public offering of investment interests. If you are not a 

designated recipient, you may not review, copy or distribute this message. If you receive this message in error, please notify the sender by reply email and delete this message. 

Thank you. 
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• Markets remained volatile before marking a crisis low on Mar. 9, 2009. Markets then snapped back and recovered greater than 70% thru year-end 2009. 

• Financial stocks fell the most during the Global Financial Crisis, dropping more than 75%, but they also recovered the most during 2009, rising more than 120% 

from the Mar. 9 low thru year-end 2009.  Selling what is hurting the most at the moment is seldom the right choice as market rebounds can be as swift as the sell-

off. 

Summary: 

CV-19 is having a devastating impact on the global population and the loss of economic output is just now beginning to be measured. Previous estimates of a more 

than 1% impact to global GDP now appear low. Global monetary authorities are taking aggressive steps to supply liquidity to markets, but more decisive action is 

needed. Fiscal authorities are just now putting formal plans in place to combat the supply and demand shocks being felt. Encouraging news can be found in new virus 

cases falling to single digits in China, recent company guidance from technology companies with significant overseas exposure and Apple’s reopening of all stores in 

China. While there is positive news, clearly communicated action plans from health care, monetary and fiscal authorities around the globe are necessary to combat 

the human and economic impact of CV-19. We’ll continue to watch earnings revisions and company guidance as the most timely indicators of just where the ultimate 

impact will rest.  
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